
 
 
 

To: Heads of higher education 
institutions in Wales                            
 
Reference: W05/02HE 
Date: 14 January 2005  
Response By: No response required 
Further Information: Linda Tiller  
Tel: 029 2068 2228 
E-mail: linda.tiller@hefcw.ac.uk  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESEARCH SUSTAINABILITY – FULL ECONOMIC COSTS 
 
I enclose a copy of a letter issued by Lord Sainsbury to HEIs in England on 6 January.  The 
Welsh Assembly Government has agreed that we should write to draw this to the attention of 
HEIs in Wales, particularly for the information which it contains about changes to Research 
Council funding within the framework of full economic costs (FECs). 
 
Please note that references contained in the letter to increased QR funding apply to England 
only.  As you are aware HEFCW has, thus far, been working with units of funding for 5*, 5 
and 4 ratings in all Units of Assessment at a higher rate than in England.  We will, however, 
keep the position of relativities between England and Wales under continuous review.  You 
will, of course, appreciate that were we at any point to consider an increase in QR funding, 
this could only be achieved (short of an increase in overall funding) by consequential 
reductions elsewhere. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHIL GUMMETT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
 












